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President's Message

I've been reflecting recently on why | continue to volunteer within the PTA structure. It's
not the great hours, the big corner office, the fantastic parking space, or easy-going,
non-controversial work. PTA volunteering doesn’t offer any of those things: we do much
of our work outside of 9-5 hours, our office is often a corner of the kitchen table, we al-
ways park in the cheap, far-distant lot, and certainly every PTA president has seen
enough controversy to last a lifetime. So why do | stay involved with PTA?

In the end, what | love most is being connected not only with parents and community
groups here in Seattle, but with well-informed, passionate education leaders around the
state and nation. | touch base with Seattle families to hear their ideas and concerns so
we can work together on local issues. At the next level, | communicate regularly with
advocates from around the State to work on the issues that will most help our kids. And
as a PTA member, I'm linked into a network of 6 million education and child welfare sup-
porters at a time when support for public education in our country is absolutely crucial.

We need to use and strengthen all the fibers of this network to address the current cri-
sis in Education Funding. This PTA network can be incredibly powerful in making a dif-
ference: all areas of our state are impacted. Your WA State PTA is at the table with de-
cision-makers talking through the need for high academic achievement and the funding
needed to get us there. If you and your PTA aren’t plugged into this network, then you
need to be, and here a few ways to get started:
- go hear Kati Haycock at the Seattle Public Library on April 28
host a conversation with your district legislators about education funding
attend the Basics of Education Funding session at the PTA Convention
get the State PTA CD on the Crisis in Education Funding — watch it and share it!
track the work of the State Board of Education (graduation requirements, math,
science)
monitor the legislative Basic Education Finance Task Force.
(Look on our website—http://www.seattlecouncilptsa.org/article 124.shtml— for links to
all these items.)

The bottom line for me is that the PTA network is the most effective way that | can join
with other families to help not just our kids but all kids. Come to Mercer Middle School
on May 19 with others from your city-wide PTA community!

Seattle Council PTSA President

Seattle Council PTSA Meeting, Elections and
Officer Training—Monday, May 19
Mercer Middle School Library (1600 S Columbian Way)

See back page for more information




Remove duplicate names on your PTA roster before May 31!

Membership Enroliment Site: www.wastateptambrs.org
For very detailed instructions click on the Enrollment Instructions link on the left of the mem-
bership webpage.

Log on to the site and click on the Membership Reports link on the top menu bar. If you don’t
know your log on ID or password, send an e-mail to info@seattlecouncilptsa.org. Look on the
left menu bar and click on Membership Roster. Scroll through the list of members and write
down the ID numbers of any duplicate members. Email support@wastatepta.org to have the
duplicates removed. If this is not done by May 31, 2008 your unit may receive an invoice for
the duplicate members entered into your PTA's roster.

And while you're on the Membership Site — enroll your 2008-2009 officers!

Write the ID numbers down for the new officers. Click on the 08/09 Incoming Officers link at
the top of the screen. Enter the ID number for each officer in the appropriate field posi-

tion. Click on the preview button and make sure the name matches the position, then click the
submit button.

If this is not done, the State PTA office will not know the names of the new officers and we
will not know where to send important information that is mailed out in July. If your PTA is
unable to enter the incoming officers contact Melissa Anderson at support@wastatepta.org
with their names, positions and contact information. Make sure all incoming officers
email addresses are current.

Notes:

- Do not enter 2008-2009 members (other than officers) until after July 15th.

- Once officers are entered do not re-enter them when they pay their membership dues. Do-
ing so will result in doubles.

- Make sure all officer contact information is correct: address, email and phone.

ACHIEVEMENT
From National PTA:
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A limited number of matching grants of up
05 &'$ to $1,000 are awarded each year to local
Congratulations to PTAs for student-cente‘red progrgrlns _
Clayton Heirly focu_sed_ on arts education. Special consid-
eration is given to programs that reach
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NATIONAL PTA

Nathan Halg High PTSA 6.15.470 large numbers of students, especially
Washington State PTA students who are at risk. See:
Award of Excellence Winner www.pta.org/documents/Arts-Grant.pdf

for Photography in the Senior Division
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The Seattle Council PTSA nominating committee is looking to
fill officer, committee chair, and area director positions for the
2008-2009 school year. If you're committed to public education
in Seattle and would be interested in serving on the SCPTSA
Board for the 2008-2009 school year, please contact us! We
are particularly looking for a secretary, webmaster, area direc-
tors, and one or more vice presidents, but if you would be inter-
ested in any board role, or know someone who you'd like to
recommend, the nominating committee is looking forward to
hearing from you. The committee contact information is below:
Kurt Acheson: k-acheson@comcast.net

Maria Ramirez: mariadkids@gmail.com

Debbie Graham:debbie@zipcon.ngP06-784-1324

Carmen Ufret-Vincentycufret@comcast.net

The League of Education Voters Foundation invitesy  ou
to a town hall meeting with
Kati Haycock
Monday April 28 7:00-8:30pm
Seattle Public Library - 1000 Fourth Ave
Kati Haycock, president of Education Trust, is one of the na-
tion’s leading education reform advocates and gives a power-
ful, data-driven presentation about specific changes we can
make to improve our graduation rates and ensure that schools
are working for all our kids. Education Trust works for the high
academic achievement of all students at all levels and forever
closing the achievement gaps that separate low-income stu-
dents and students of color from other youth.
Seattle Council PTSA is a co-sponsor of this event.
For more info see: www.educationvoters.org
Please RSVP to olita@educationvoters.org
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May 2-4, 2008
DoubleTree Hotel-Seattle Airport, SeaTac, WA
Registration $145 (www.wastatepta.orq)

Seattle Council reception: Saturday May 3, 5:30-7:0 Opm
Please join us at a reception hosted by the Seattle Council
PTSA board on Saturday, May 3 from 5:30-7pm. We will post
the room number on our website once it is available or call
Sharon Rodgers at (206) 841-0830 during the convention for
directions.

Convention volunteers still needed! Contact Sharon Pfeiffer at
2sharonp@comcast.net (253-856-0228). Volunteer 3 hours
and you can attend the convention free on that day!

Seattle Council PTSA
Budget Planning for 2008-09

Seattle Council PTSA has appointed a
budget committee to propose a budget for
the 2008-9 year. Please send suggestions
for budget priorities to fi-

nance @seattlecouncilptsa.org by May 5.
The budget will be presented for approval
at the May 19 meeting and will be posted
on the website at least one week in ad-
vance for review.

UW Head Lice Survey:

Have Your Voice Heard Regarding
Head Lice!

Note from researchers: Please participate
in an important University of Washington
survey of parents/caregivers of K-6 kids,
regarding head lice policies in schools.
The survey is anonymous and takes less
than 5 minutes to complete. In order for us
to learn more about this bothersome prob-
lem it is important that as many par-
ents/caregivers as possible respond.
English version:
https://catalysttools.washington.edu/weba/
survey/tiffad/48839

Spanish version:
https://catalysttools.washington.edu/weba/
survey/tiffad/49806

For more information contact ltzhak Gur
(gur08@u.washington.edu) at the Dept. of
Family Medicine, UW.

Pass this along to your school community.
Send Dr. Gur an e-mail to let him know
when you forward this survey link to your
PTA members.
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Here are the results of our Washington State PTA
advocacy efforts this year:

K-12 Education Funding — SB 6879 sets a Dec 1%
completion date for the work of the Basic Education
Finance task force. The Legislature established the
Joint Task Force last year to review basic education's
definition and current basic education funding formu-
las, develop new funding structure options and formu-
las, and propose a new basic education definition.
This important work sets the stage for Ed Funding
reform initiatives next legislative session.

Math and Science Education — SB 6534 requires
the State Board of Education to analyze the new
OSPI mathematics standards. HB 2598 requires the
development of an online mathematics curriculum .

Quality Teaching — $577,000 added to bonuses for

National Board Certified Teachers in high poverty

areas.

HB 2870 — Increases opportunities for instructional assistants' professional development.

SB 6726 - Grants Professional Educator Standards Board authority over professional-level certifica-
tion assessments and performance standards. $142,000 included to conduct a study of math and
science teacher supply and demand issues. Report due by December 1, 2008 from the Professional
Educator Standards Board.

Student Support Services — $4 million included in the budget to enhance school library programs.

Special Education Funding - $23.2 million added to the Special Ed safety net, funding already
approved awards.

For more information contact: Kim Howard, WA State PTA Advocacy Coordinator
1.800.562.3804 or khoward@wastatepta.org

+
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Most of your school’s budget comes from the State — don’t miss this chance to talk to your
State Legislators!

Representatives Sharon Tomiko Santos  and Eric Pettigrew will share their challenges
and accomplishments in supporting school funding and we will discuss how we as parents
and PTSA'’s can help.

May 20 6:30 — 8pm Orca School at Whitworth 5215 46th Avenue South

(The front entry of the school is under construction—please enter by the north entrance on
S. Dawson Street. Street parking)
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Recently, Seattle Council PTSA (SCPTSA) offered our constituent PTA units
the opportunity to let us know what types of services they can use through an
online survey. We also took this opportunity to gauge PTA unit “health” as self-
reported by respondents.

Many thanks to those that took the time to fill out the survey! 21 PTA’s re-
sponded (28%). Responses came from all regions of the school district; and
from elementary, middle, high, and alternative schools. The full results can be
viewed on the SCPTSA website at http://www.seattlecouncilptsa.org.

Here are some quick highlights:
- The top goals included building community, fundraising and communication.

The top challenges included parent involvement/membership; lack of fund-
ing and difficulties working with staff.

There were several great ideas in the areas of successful activities or “best
practices” for family involvement, supporting math and literacy initiatives,
enrichment programs, and fundraising. These are listed in the survey re-
sults on the SCPTSA website. If you see an idea you are interested in, the
Council can connect you up.

The SCPTSA was given direction for future topics and speakers, as well as
training ideas.

The topics of most interest for General Meetings were “Updates on District
Initiatives”; “Family Involvement Ideas”; “PTA Leadership Training”; and
“Legislative Issues”.

The topics of most interest for PTA training were “functioning effectively as
a PTA Board”, “Volunteer recruitment & development”, “Family involvement
strategies”, and “grant writing”.

PTAs are very interested in finding new ways to connect and communicate
with other PTAs. We heard that you value the current area meetings.

The question asking PTA’s to self-assess as to whether they were “Surviving,
Striving, or Thriving” produced some helpful insights not just on how PTA’s see
themselves, but how they define these different categories. The majority of re-
spondents (18) felt they were either “striving”, “thriving”, or fell somewhere in
between. A common thread among the definitions was the level of parent in-
volvement and volunteerism. The SCPTSA would like to see all PTA’s move
beyond that feeling of “surviving” and this is where we hope to focus more time

and energy.

If you have questions or comments about the survey please contact Nancy
Clinkenbeard at ad-middleschools@seattlecouncilptsa.org.




Congratulations to the recipients of the
SCPTSA 2007-08 Family Engagement Grants

The Seattle Council PTSA is pleased to announce and recognize the following local PTA units and their
family engagement activities. Thank you to PTA leaders, volunteers and school staff for their hard work and
dedication to their school communities.

Local PTA Unit Grant Activity
1 Aki Kurose PTA Host a multi-cultural night with food and performances.
Host a family math night using games from the Everyday Math
2 Arbor Heights PTSA curriculum.
Host PTA Family Involvement Meetings to engage families in
3 Beacon Hill PTSA planning activities for the new International School.
Host a family engagement night to increase family involvement
4 Chief Sealth PTSA and provide tools and strategies for high school.
5 Cleveland PTSA Assist with mailing costs for a new monthly newsletter.
Host a Family Carnival to build community and promote PTA
6 Dearborn Park PTA involvement.
7 Denny Middle School PTSA Produce a new Spanish-English newsletter for families.
Purchase student materials that support therapeutic counseling
8 Emerson PTA games
9 Garfield High School PTA Provide support for the annual Ku' Onesha Awards dinner.
Host a Heritage Night where families share their culture and
10 | Graham Hill PTA traditions through food, clothing, and performances.
11 | Hamilton MS PTSA Newsletter printing and mailing costs.
Host PTA meeting for current and incoming kindergarten fami-
12 | John Muir PTA lies with dinner, activities, and kindergarten readiness materials
Host family gatherings for bilingual families in preparation for
13 | Kimball Elementary PTSA an all-school multi-cultural festival
14 | Leschi PTA Provide food for Field day event.
"Reading is a Jungle of Fun" Family Literacy Night- literacy
15 Madrona PTSA games and activities, jungle decorations, food, and gently used
Host special PTA meeting with a special guest speaker, food,
16 | Meany PTSA and childcare and promotion of PTA programs and needs.
Promote PTA meeting participation by providing food, childcare
17 | Rainier Beach HS PTSA & interpreters
Host a series of "town meetings" with parents to promote fam-
18 | Roxhill PTA ily engagement
Expand outreach to families to enable awareness and feedback
regarding the SPS Special Education Review and Recommen-
19 | Seattle Special Ed PTSA dations
Host parent education meeting on the topic “Girls: Socialization
20 | Thurgood Marshall PTSA and Aggression”.
Host an all-school International Potluck with food, student per-
21 | Whitman PTSA formances, and displays. multi-cultural night




A Message from Dr. Maria Goodloe-Johnson

We began our strategic planning process hearing from our partners

about what they viewed as our key opportunities and chal-

lenges. Families, educators, civic leaders, and national education ex-
perts have helped shaped our plan. | encourage families to continue to
review our work and to join us in community meetings as we present a
strategic plan for Seattle Public Schools. From our extensive peer re-
views and work with stakeholders over the past year, a clear set of
strategies has emerged as priorities. We invite you to come hear about
the plan and then join us in developing implementation plans for the first
phase of our strategic plan. We are especially interested in families' in-
put as we develop strategies for more effective engagement. There are
many ways to be involved. Families can join us at a meeting in May,
send us your comments via email, look for a survey in mid May, review
our reports and presentations posted on the strategic plan website, and
attend the PTSA meeting May 19. Whichever way is convenient for you,

we look forward to hearing from you!

Dr. Maria Goodloe —Johnson
Superintendent, Seattle Public Schools

Public meetings on the strategic plan hosted by SPS have been scheduled for the following
dates and times. More information on format will be posted on the www.seattleschools.org

website.

May 14 at Roosevelt High School from 7:00 PM - 8:30
May 15 at West Seattle High School from 7:00 PM - 8:30

May 20 at Aki Kurose Middle School from 7:00 PM - 8:30 (w/translators)

Treeswing offers Physical Education Talks
to Community Groups

Children are now predicted to have a shorter life expectancy
than their parents. Obesity may soon top smoking as the na-
tion’s most preventable cause of death. Treeswing believes
we can reverse this trend and recreate a healthy, supportive
environment for our children. In 2006, Treeswing and Seattle
Public Schools kicked-off their Get Fit — Get Smart! partner-
ship with the goal of implementing a new, district-wide PE
Curriculum focused on lifelong wellness. The Five for Life cur-
riculum will be launched in 8-10 schools in 2008-09 to gather
baseline data and evaluate the implementation, followed by
full district roll-out in the 2009-10 school year. Treeswing is a
Seattle based non-profit dedicated to improving the health
and wellness of our children and offers Parent Education
Talks free of charge to any community group. They can also
provide educational materials and fun activities for distribution
to children and families. To schedule a speaker or for more
information, please send a request to: info@treeswing.org or
call: (206) 443-8427.

Sanity Circus Parenting Workshops

A free, six-week, experiential series for parents and
teachers who want more cooperative, respectful and joy-
ful relationships with children and youth

Presented by Sahara Pirie
April 30-June 4, 2008 6:45-9:15 p.m.
Greenwood Elementary School, 144 N.W. 80" st
To register, call or e-mail Lisa,
922-3412, cochrane3@comcast.net

Presented by Anita Morales in Spanish
May 1-June 12 (no class May 29) 5:45-8:15 pm
Concord Elementary School , 723 Concord St
To register, call Concord Elementary 252-8100
Sponsored by Greenwood Elementary School PTSA,

Concord Elementary School and the Puget Sound Adle-
rian Society, funded in part by the Horizons Foundation

If your PTA would like to host Sanity Circus in 2008-09,
contact the Puget Sound Adlerian Society at 527-2566




SEATTLE COUNCIL PTSA
PO Box 24483
Seattle, WA 98124-0483

MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 24483
Seattle, WA 98124

PHYSICAL ADDRESS
Stanford Center
Room 2653
2445 3" Ave S.
Seattle, WA 98134

PHONE:
(206) 364-7430

E-MAIL:
scptsa@seattlecouncil

ptsa.org

Seattle Council PTSA Meeting, Elections and
Officer Training—Monday, May 19
Mercer Middle School Library

(1600 S Columbian Way)

5:30 Dinner Starts

6:00 Superintendent Goodloe-Johnson speaks about th e new SPS
Strategic Plan

6:45 SCPTSA Meeting (2008-09 Executive Board Electi ons and Budget)

7:00 New Officer training and Roundtable Discussion s

8:45 End sessions

Childcare available. This event is free for all Seattle PTAs. Please RSVP to
info@seattlecouncilptsa.org or 206-364-7430.

In addition to our new officer classes — which provide a detailed introduction to
the roles of President, Vice-president, Treasurer, and Secretary — we will be
adding new class topics and roundtable discussions based on your responses to
our recent survey. More information and a registration form will be mailed and e-
mailed to PTA presidents and posted on our website. In the meantime, feel free
to send e-mail questions or requests to info@seattlecouncilptsa.org or leave a
message on our phone at (206) 364-7430.

Make sure your PTA is represented!



