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President's Message 

Recommit to Kids in 2007 
With the start of a new year, we are afforded an 
opportunity to recommit ourselves to the out-
comes that we desire for children in our commu-
nity.  As PTA leaders and members, we have 
many opportunities to make a difference in the 
next two months.  Please don’t miss out! 
  
Put children first.  Passing the February 6th 
Seattle Public Schools Levy & Bond issues 
would the most powerful message we could send 
to everyone in the state that we support our 
schools and that our students come first!  I urge 
you to actively support this effort 
 
Make advocacy a priority.  The first public op-
portunity to provide input to the superintendent 
search process are being scheduled.  The pro-
fessional search firm hired by the Seattle School 
Board will hold meetings at 7 locations through-
out the city so that the community may define 
what characteristics and qualifications we are 
looking for in our next superintendent.  These 
meetings will take place January 16-18 - see 
page 7 for details.   
 
At our SCPTSA General Meeting, we had great 
discussions about state, local (levy) and private 
funding of public education.  In addition to sup-
porting the levy campaign, please join us for two 
state level education funding events listed below.   
The group also discussed the facts around how 
much PTA fundraising is used to subsidize basic 

education in Seattle.  The fact sheet on this 
topic is on our  website .  You are urged to 
review this information and make it available 
to others.  Please remember that PTA grants 
are a symptom of a larger issue, and that is 
the shortfall in public education funding by our 
state!  Please don’t let this divide us! 
 
It’s all about relationships.   Our work build-
ing relationships must always continue.  In an 
effort to reach out to families whose primary 
language is not English, the Seattle Council 
PTSA has partnered with the Seattle Public 
Schools to purchase language translation 
equipment.  This equipment is due to arrive 
this month, and is available on a check out 
basis for your school and PTA meetings.  
Please take advantage of this great opportu-
nity to advance parent involvement in our 
school communities!  The Council is also 
partnering with the District team in support of 
the planned school consolidation and clo-
sures.  The ‘Bricks & Books’ team has a web-
site dedicated to ensuring a successful transi-
tion for students, staff, and families.  Our 
Council has dedicated financial resources in 
order to help these communities come to-
gether and to facilitate through any issues 
that emerge.  Please see our website for 
more information. 

Sherry Carr 

SCPTSA General Meeting 
Monday January 22 7:00-9:00 pm 

Stanford Center Auditorium - 2445 3rd Ave S 
 
 Mary Jean Ryan, chair of the Washington State Board of Education and Seattle 
Public School parent, will discuss the latest developments in education improvement 
at the state level. 
 

• Election of SCPTSA Nominating Committee 
• Strategies for securing state funding for education  
• Rally around local funding—Props 1&2 (levy and bond) 

 
Open to all PTA members and interested community members! 
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A growing membership is a sign of a 
strong, responsive PTA. Congratulations 
to these PTAs that have been recognized 
by Washington State PTA for achieving 
early membership growth! 
 
SILVER Level 
The following PTAs for 5% increase of the 
previous year's membership enrolled by 
October 25, 2006. 
B. F. Day PTSA  
Concord PTA  
Denny Middle PTSA  
Franklin High PTA  
Gatewood PTA  
Greenwood PTA  
Hamilton Middle PTSA  
Ingraham High PTSA  
John Muir PTA  
Laurelhurst PTA  
Lawton PTA  
Leschi PTA  
Loyal Heights PTA  
Madison Middle PTSA  
Mercer Middle PTSA  
North Beach PTA  
Orca At Columbia PTA  
Sanislo PTA  
Seattle Special ED PTSA  
Stevens PTA  
Wedgwood PTA  

BRONZE Level 
The following PTAs for enrolling 50% of the 
previous year's membership by September 
30, 2006. 
Adams PTA  
Alki PTA  
Ballard High PTSA  
Beacon Hill PTA  
Bryant PTSA  
Denny Middle PTSA  
Franklin High PTA  
Garfield High PTSA  
Gatewood PTA  
Green Lake PTA  
John Muir PTA  
John Rogers PTA  
John Stanford Int'l Sch. PTSA    
Laurelhurst PTA  
Lawton PTA  
Leschi PTA   
Loyal Heights PTA  
Madison Middle PTSA  
Madrona K-8 PTSA  
McGilvra PTA  
North Beach PTA  
Olympic View PTA  
Orca At Columbia PTA  
Salmon Bay PTSA  
Seattle Special ED PTSA  
Wedgwood PTA  
Wing Luke PTSA  

Washington State PTA Membership Awards 

Reflections Awards Ceremony 
 

Come and recognize student achievement  
in the arts on 

 
Sunday January 21 

1:00-2:00 pm 
Seattle Center House Stage 

 
This year’s theme is “My Favorite Place” 
The Reflections exhibit is open for viewing 
at the Seattle Center House Harrison St. 
Gallery now until Jan 21. 

 
If your PTA would like to participate in the Reflec-
tions Arts Program next year, you can contact 
reflections@seattlecouncilptsa.org for more infor-
mation. 

School Funding 101 
 
In order to effectively advocate for in-
creased education funding, we need to 
understand how this arcane system 
works. Join us for this stimulating pres-
entation! 
 
Education Funding Advocacy Training 

with Lisa Macfarlane  
League of Education Voters 

 
January 18, 2007 7-8:30pm  

John Stanford International School 
Library 

4057 5th Ave NE  
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Help Every Child Succeed! 
Vote YES on the School Bond and Levy – Tuesday, February 6 

 
In less than a month Seattle voters will go to the polls to vote on vital funding for our children’s schools.  The 
two ballot measures, Proposition 1, a capital bond, and Proposition 2, an operations levy, are not new taxes 
but instead simply replace expiring levies. 
 
Proposition 1 renews our commitment to students and teachers so they can learn and work in safe, modern 
schools and classrooms.  The capital bond addresses the basics – seismic upgrades and new fire and sprin-
kler systems, air quality improvements in 22 schools, technology upgrades across the District, and the renova-
tion or replacement of three high schools, two middle schools, and one K-8 facility. 
 
Proposition 2 provides 24% of our schools’ day-to-day operating budget.  This funding is important to every 
child and every teacher in every classroom.  The operations levy funds teachers, librarians, counselors, and 
instructional assistants in every school.  Additionally it provides for textbooks, technology, and bilingual and 
special education services.  This measure also gives resources for school security personnel – critical to the 
safety of our children. 
 
These measures must pass with 60% YES votes – and that won’t happen without your active involve-
ment.  The Schools First campaign is working hard to contact voters, educate them about the importance of 
these propositions, and motivate them to cast their ballots by mail starting in mid-January or in person on Feb-
ruary 6th.  Their efforts cannot succeed without all of us pitching in to help! 
 
Many PTSAs have already gotten involved and endorsed, donated to, and volunteered with the campaign.  Is 
your school one of those listed below? 
 
   
    
 
   
    
  
  
 
 
If you don’t see your school’s PTSA listed above it means it has not yet signed up for a phone bank night for 
the campaign.  The 2 or 3 hour shifts, Sunday-Thursday evenings, are crucial to the campaign’s voter out-
reach efforts.  Your PTSA may have endorsed the campaign and may even have contributed, but without a 
fun, pizza-laden night of phone calling, your commitment to our kids is not yet complete! 
 
In addition to the work of the PTSAs the campaign is asking individuals to go to their website – www.schools-
first.com, and do three important things: 
 
• One, click the “endorsement” button to add your name to the hundreds of Seattleites who are already sup-

porting the campaign.   
• Second, while you’re there, click to donate to the race.  No amount of financial support is too small – it all 

adds up and helps to purchase direct mail pieces, yard signs, and campaign supplies.   
• Finally, push the volunteer button and offer your personal time to the campaign – an hour or two makes a 

huge difference to the campaign staff of just three people! 
 
This effort really is about supporting our kids.  These measures provide the basics every school and child 
needs to promote quality learning.  As caring and involved Parents, Teachers, and Students we must all give a 
little bit of our time to make a very big impact! 

Arbor Heights John Rogers Nathan Hale 
Daniel Bagley John Stanford Int'l New School 
Ballard  Kimball  Olympic View 
Bryant Loyal Heights Stevens 
Denny Madison Washington 
Eckstein Meany   
Gatzert  Montlake  

Email—campaign@schools-first.com * Phone—206-782-5004 * Website—www.schools-first.com 
Mailing  Address—PO Box 1727 Seattle 98111 (send donations here!) 
Physical Location—1051 1st Ave S, NW corner of 1st & Royal Brougham 
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SCPTSA leaders are often asked by re-
porters, politicians and community mem-
bers “how do parents feel about this?” We 
use a variety of approaches to take the 
temperature of our members, including 
interviews, surveys, position votes and in-
put exercises at meetings. On December 
4, PTA members from throughout Seattle 
gathered to help determine the primary 
issues on the minds of parents in our 
school district. Participants were asked to 
share their top 5 priorities for our schools. 
We then sorted the responses to look for 
trends and common threads. Here’s what 
we found out: 
 
Funding The highest priority was in-
creased public funding. The operating levy 
and capital improvement bond must pass, 
and additional state funding must be se-
cured. There was also concern about the 
perception of inequity in private fundraising 
by parents and communities and a lack of 
understanding about how public dollars are 
allocated by SPS and supplemented by 
private dollars. 
 
Academics Our members want consistent 
quality from school to school, yet flexibility 
to meet diverse student needs and learning 
styles. We are looking for increased rigor, 
with special attention on math and science. 
Offer Advanced Placement classes in all 
high schools. We want to maintain a rich 
curriculum including foreign language, arts, 
and music. 

What do PTA Members Care About? 

What is SCPTSA doing about it? 
Your SCPTSA board members decided to start by focusing on education funding. With the legislative session starting 
this month, and a levy/bond election next month, time is of the essence.  
• WSPTA’s top issue for this legislative session is full funding of basic education. Third is eliminating the supermajor-

ity requirement for school levies. 
• SCPTSA is sponsoring a workshop on understanding education funding on Jan 18 to enhance our skills as advo-

cates (see page 2) 
• SCPTSA is underwriting a bus to Olympia on Feb 15 for PTA Legislative Focus Day (see page 6).  
• PTA members are an integral part of the local levy and bond campaign (see page 3). 
• SCPTSA has added a funding section to our website which includes information on equity of funding from private 

sources.  
• SCPTSA Board member Mary Sullivan represents PTA members on the SPS Budget Advisory Team. 
 
Are you getting all the news? Sign up for SCPTSA E-news—send a message to scptsa@seattlecouncilptsa.org 

 
Family involvement We need to find ways 
to draw all members of our communities 
into our PTAs and school activities. There 
was a great concern that our schools are 
not effectively reaching out to communities 
of color and families living in poverty. 
 
Staffing Reduce class size or maintain 
current class sizes. Attract and retain high 
quality principals and teachers. Hire more 
instructional assistants in high population 
schools. 
 
Other important areas of concern were 
(roughly in order of priority) 
• Communication about successes and 
good news (e.g. district financial condition) 
• Equity and predictability in funding for-
mulas 
• Support for an elected school board 
• Student assignment – promoting diver-
sity in schools, maintaining choice 
• Superintendent search – looking for a 
leader with vision, who inspires confidence 
throughout the education community 
• Capital improvements – small projects 
at older building not scheduled for major 
renovations 
• Student safety – emergency prepared-
ness, safe playgrounds, traffic safety and 
crosswalks 
 
A full report of all responses can be found 
at www.seattlecouncilptsa.org 

What about you? 
Would you like to help 
SCPTSA work for the 
issues PTA members 

have identified? Contact 
Sherry Carr at presi-

dent@seattlecouncilptsa
.org to get involved! 
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Math Adoption Update 
The following is adapted from a presentation given at the 1/03/07 School Board Meeting. Please contact Rosa-
lind Wise (K-12 Math Program Manager) at rwise@seattleschools.org or 252-0062 for more information. 
 
 The District is nearing completion on the process to adopt K-12 math materials to form a cohesive, articulated 
math curriculum across all grade levels. The curriculum adoption forms one part of an overall plan to math 
achievement in Seattle Public Schools. The Middle School curriculum was adopted last year and the following 
steps have been taken to support middle school educators and students in math achievement: 

•   use of a single curriculum that is aligned to Standards – CMP2 
•   mandated initial use training for all math teachers (including regular ed, special ed and ELL) 
•   trainings for a core group of substitute teachers on the use of CMP2 
•   an emphasis on strong numeracy skills and quick recall of basic number facts 
•   a pacing calendar with a common focus on units taught 
•   ongoing follow-up trainings for teachers before each unit is scheduled to be taught  
•   Middle School Principals’ Academy 
•   new K – 8 Assessment System to inform instruction and to monitor progress. 
•   Coaching for middle schools that need extra support. 

 
 The following timeline will be followed in completing the Elementary and High School materials adoption: 

October 06 – Preliminary proposal went to Student Learning Committee for review and further recom-
mendations.   
November 06 – A revised proposal went to the Student Learning Committee  
January 07 – Elementary teachers screen finalist programs  
February 07 – Recommendation to Board 
March 07 – Professional Development Plan is finalized 
April 07 – Teacher Guide and Parent Guides are developed 
May 07 – Core and supplementary materials are ordered 
May/June 07 – Summer initial use and math content trainings open for registration  

SANITY CIRCUS Positive Discipline Workshops 
Free English and Spanish Sanity Circus/Positive Discipline Classes 
February 12 - April 2, 2007, Mondays, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. (skipping Feb. 19) 
Adams Elementary School, 6110 28th Ave. N.W. 
The Adams PTA and the Puget Sound Adlerian Society invite you to a free seven-week series for parents and 
teachers who want more cooperative, respectful, and joyful relationships with children and youth. The classes are 
funded in part by the Horizons Foundation.  Two classes will be taught concurrently, one in Spanish and one in Eng-
lish on Mondays, starting February 12 (no class on February 19).  Come join us! 
Childcare available for potty-trained children.  Register with PSAS, psas@att.net, noting ages of children coming for 
childcare.    For more information, call PSAS, 206-527-2566.  (Please register early so that we have time to prepare 
handout materials.) 

High-School Sanity Circus -Positive Discipline for Teens and with Teens 
January 25 – March 8, 2007, Thursdays, 6:45–9:15 p.m. (skipping Feb. 22) 
Nathan Hale High School, 10750 30th Ave. N.E. Nathan Hale High School PTSA and the Puget Sound Adlerian So-
ciety invite you and your teen to repair and/or enrich your relationship in an enjoyable, interactive course.  Sanity 
Circus for parents of youngsters is in its 25th year of helping Seattle parents.   
Parents ~ Take a step toward the best year you’ve had with your teens.  Understand what is important to teens and 
how best to support your teenager.   
Teens ~ Learn tools to gain respect and cooperation from your parents while preserving your individuality. 

Jody McVittie, MD, Terry Chadsey, MST, and Lee Mozena, MA 
$100 per family plus $25 for book (Positive Discipline for Teenagers) and handouts. 
Scholarships may be available.  E-mail the Puget Sound Adlerian Society for registration information at 
psas@att.net, or call 206-527-2566. 
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Focus Day 2007– An Opportunity to Make a Difference 
Thursday, February 15, 2007 

 
On Focus Day, Washington State PTA members from across the state congregate in Olympia to advocate for 
changes that will positively impact children in our state. On Thursday, February 15, we want legislators to focus on 
the PTA, our children, and our priority issues for this year. 
 
This past October, delegates selected the following to be our top issues for 2006-2007: 

 
1.    Redefine and Fully Fund K-12 Education 
2.    Strengthen Math and Science in Washington State 
3.    Simple Majority for School Levies and Bonds 
4.    Reduce Class Sizes  
5.    Protect School Recess  
 

Seattle Council PTSA (along with the Shoreline, Vashon, and Northshore Councils) will be organizing a bus to 
Olympia for the day. The Seattle Council is underwriting the cost for Seattle PTSA bus riders on a space available 
basis, with first priority to one PTA rep. from each school – first-come, first-served basis. We’ll also be collecting 
information for ride-sharing if the bus fills up or the schedule doesn’t fit with yours. Also please keep us informed if 
you will be coming independently so we will know how many Seattleites are down in Olympia that day. 
Bus Registration is due by February 2, 2007 . 
 
For more information, check out the Legislation tab on the Washington State PTA website www.wastatepta.org for 
updated information on our priority issues, Focus Day, and how to receive regular email updates.  
 
You must reserve in order to be guaranteed a seat. Registration is due by February 2. If you want to cancel, 
please call to let us know! These are all tentative times for departure. Do not leave if the bus isn’t there – it may 
have gotten delayed by traffic. We will give you a cell phone number to call to check on bus arrival when you regis-
ter. 

 

 
 

---------------------------------------------------Form-------------------------------------------------- 
Your name  ______________________________________________________________ 

Your PTSA:______________________________________________________________ 

Contact phone number: ______________________________  Email ___________________________________ 

Pickup point:   ______Shoreline Center   _____Green Lake P&R   ______Van Asselt Elem. 

 
Please send this form or call or e-mail the information by February 2:  
Sharon Rodgers, Seattle Council PTSA 
4034 Bagley Ave, N, Seattle, WA 98103 • legislative@seattlecouncilptsa.org • (206) 547-5028 

Location Approx.Depart Approx. Return Notes 

Shoreline Conference Center 
– South Parking Lot 

7:15 am 4:30pm 18560 First Ave. NE 
Shoreline 

Greenlake Park and Ride @ 
Calvary Church (not under 
Freeway) 

7:30am 4:00pm Near NE 68th St & Roo-
sevelt Way, Seattle 

Near Van Asselt Elementary 
School (curb on Northbound 
lane of Beacon Ave.) 

7:45-8:00am 3:30pm 7201 Beacon Ave S. 
Seattle. Parking avail-
able in median. 
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Dear PTA members, 
I would like to wish you a happy new year and ask for your help. The School Board is now 
engaged in the most important job it has – hiring a new Superintendent of Seattle Schools.  
While I am disappointed at the loss of Raj Manhas, the search consultants we have hired 
are very enthusiastic about what Seattle has to offer. We are confident that we will have an 
excellent pool of candidates. We are asking parents to share the qualities they would like 
the School Board to consider as we work to provide a profile for the search firm. 
 
The Seattle Council of PTSA is helping us host some general community meetings as the 
consultants gather information about the qualities parents and community stakeholders 
would like to see in the next superintendent. I know the Thursday-January 18th meetings 
conflict with your training on education advocacy, so please feel free to attend one of the 
meetings on the other days.  Both meetings are critical to the education of your children. 
 
January is the most important month in the entire process. This is the time we need to 
hear from YOU. Please plan to attend one of the community meetings with our search con-
sultants listed below, and promote these opportunities to your school communities! 
 
You are very important to us, and we want to hear from you. 
Thank you, 
 
Cheryl Chow, President 
Seattle School Board 

What qualities would you like to see in the next Superintendent of 

Seattle Public Schools?  
A message from School Board President Cheryl Chow 

Community Meetings with Superintendent Search Firm Consultants 
 
January 16 6pm McClure Middle School Lunchroom 
January 16 6pm Eckstein Middle School Lunchroom (Amharic, Chinese, Spanish, Tigrigna 
   translators available) 
January 17 9am John Stanford Center 
January 17 7pm Madison Middle School Lunchroom (Chinese, Spanish, Vietnamese  
   translators available) 
January 17 7pm Aki Kurose Middle School Lunchroom (Chinese, Lao, Oromo, Somali,  
   Spanish, Tagalog, Vietnamese translators available) 
January 18 6pm Hamilton Middle School Lunchroom (Spanish translator available) 
January 18 8pm Whitman Middle School Library 
January 18 8pm Washington Middle School Lunchroom (Chinese, Oromo, Somali, Spanish, 
   Vietnamese translators available) 
(the interpretation will be done using SCPTSA-purchased equipment—thank you PTA members!) 
 
For the latest information on the search, please visit the district web page. You can also 
contact us any time by: 
 e-mail superintendentsearch@seattlschools.org 
 mail: PO Box 34165, MS11-010, Seattle 98124 
 telephone: 252-0040 
 fax: 252-0101 



MAILING ADDRESS 
PO Box 24438 

Seattle, WA 98124 
 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS 
Stanford Center 

Room 2653 
2445 3rd Ave S. 

Seattle, WA 98134 
 

PHONE: 
(206) 364-7430 

 
E-MAIL: 

scptsa@seattlecouncil 
ptsa.org 
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SCPTSA Meeting January 22, 2007 7:00-9:00 pm 
Stanford Center – 2445 Third Avenue South 

Calendar 
January 
16  Superintendent Search Committee Mtgs  
 McClure Middle School Lunchroom   6:00 pm 
 Eckstein Middle School Lunchroom  6:00 pm 
17  Superintendent Search Committee Mtg 9:00 am 
 Stanford Center 
17  School Board meeting     6:00-9:00 pm 
17  Superintendent Search Committee Mtgs  
  Madison Middle School Lunchroom   7:00 pm 
  Aki Kurose Middle School Lunchroom  7:00 pm 
18  School Funding 101    7:00-8:30 pm 
  John Stanford Intl School 
18  Superintendent Search Committee Mtg  
  Hamilton Middle School Lunchroom  6:00 pm 
  Whitman Middle School Library  8:00 pm 
  Washington Middle School Lunchroom 8:00 pm 
21 Reflections Awards Ceremony   1:00-2:00 pm 
  Seattle Center House Stage 
22  SCPTSA General Meeting   7:00-9:00 pm 
  Stanford Center 
February 
6  Election Day! 
15  PTA Focus Day in Olympia   all day 


