
Council News 
November 2007 

Volume 60, Issue 2 

 

Published by  

Seattle Council of 

• Parent  

• Teacher 

• Student  

• Associations 

 
 
 

Inside this Issue: 

SCPTSA News 2 

PTA Grants  3 

Legislative Advocacy  4-5 

Family Engagement 6 

Math Update 7 

SCPTSA Meeting 8 

 

    

 

President's Message 

SCPTSA Moves Ahead on Priority Issues 
Thank you for all your hard work on the 
Simple Majority campaign! Here’s a quick 
update on our Seattle Council Board activi-
ties on this year’s priorities: 
 

Promote Family Involvement for all fami-
lies in all schools throughout the Dis-
trict: including initiatives in alignment with 
the district’s School-Family Partnership 
Plan. We support the Parent Advisory 
Committee in their work. SCPTSA Board 
members Iris Okimoto-Nielsen and Peter 
Aberg are co-chairs of the Committee. We 
are very pleased that Bernardo Ruiz and 
team are on board at SPS to create a stra-
tegic framework to implement the plan. 
 

Empower local PTAs and other parent 
groups. We provide local support for the 
75 PTAs in the Seattle school district. 
We’ve seen you at our low- or no-cost lead-
ership training in May and October and 
spoken with you through site visits, phone 
calls and e-mail. Our Board has responded 
to over fifty requests for information and 
guidance since the beginning of the school 
year. Our networking (working smarter 
through sharing!) is open to the public and 
includes: our SCPTSA General meetings 
(next one 11/26) our e-newsletter, this 
printed newsletter and our expanding web-
site. 
 

Lead successful advocacy efforts: Our 
focus has been in three major areas: Sim-
ple Majority, Education Funding, and sys-
tem improvements in Math education. 
Thank you for your support of the Simple 
Majority campaign: especially for the hun-
dreds of hours you’ve volunteered! We 
continue to push for a district-wide family 

involvement plan on elementary Math 
initiatives as well as tracking the State 
developments in math. Education Fund-
ing will be big for us statewide this legisla-
tive session: join us in advocating at our 
Legislative Roundtable and Focus Day 
(See page 4.) 
 

Strengthen and extend existing rela-
tionships with SPS and education or-
ganizations. I continue to meet regularly 
with Superintendent Goodloe-Johnson to 
share the opinions and information I hear 
from you. Some of the critical processes 
where  we represent you involve: the new 
funding model, the student assignment 
plan, family engagement, the new ele-
mentary math curriculum, the Read a Mil-
lion Words campaign, the new Facilities 
planning process, School Board meet-
ings, and on the Alliance for Education 
Board. We have worked closely over the 
last two months with other education or-
ganizations on: the Simple Majority cam-
paign, the joint School Board candidates 
forum (10/11, thanks to Kerry Cooley-
Stroum from CPPS for her leadership on 
this) and in the refocusing efforts at the 
Alliance for Education. We’ve also talked 
with community groups at the Campaña 
Quetzal West Seattle Families event 
(9/22), the NAACP Education information 
exchange (10/6), and the LGBT Dinner 
(10/25) 
 

Thanks again for all your hard work and 
please do contact us if you have any 
questions or suggestions! 
 

Sharon RodgersSharon RodgersSharon RodgersSharon Rodgers    

Seattle Council PTSA General Meeting – Monday Nov 26  
See page 8 for more info 
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Key dates for financial officers: 
 
This is a critical time of year with the first membership remittance due date of October 
25th just past, a tax due date of November 15th looming, and the insurance expiration 
date of December 1 on the horizon (get your payment in by Nov 10 for uninterrupted 
insurance coverage!) 
 
A special note on Bond Insurance: 
Here’s a timely reminder to make sure your unit is complying with the terms of the 
Bond Insurance. As noted in the middle of the renewal form, the PTA must (a) conduct 
an annual financial review, and (b) have someone that can not sign checks conduct a 
review of the monthly bank statements. This second requirement can be easily forgot-
ten, but failure to comply can result in your coverage being voided. Seattle Council 
PTSA has an established procedure of designating the Secretary as a non-signer, and 
having that person review, then sign the monthly bank statements prior to each month 
board meeting. The review simply confirms that the canceled checks are signed by 
two officers and that no unusual transactions appear on the bank statement. If you do 
not comply with these two conditions, your insurance will be void and a claim for fraud 
or embezzlement will not be accepted. 
 
More detailed information can be obtained from the FAQ section on AIM’s web site 
(http://www.aim-companies.com/pta/index.html). 

Are You a Former PTA Officer Wondering What to do with Your Life…? 
(Or do you know of one?) 
 
 Do you have a desire to… 

• Assist PTAs in your area to stay connected and supported? 
• Ensure the ideas and perspectives of your area are represented at PTSA board meetings? 
• Promote the goals and initiatives of PTA at a district-wide level? 

 
 The Seattle Council PTSA Board may be for you! Serving on the board is a great opportunity to deepen 
your knowledge of district issues and initiatives, and to make a difference beyond the boundaries of your 
local unit. We are looking for Area Directors and a Membership-Assistance Chair to provide advice and 
support to our local PTA units. If you are interested, or know of an ideal candidate, contact Claire Foster 
at vp-1@seattlecouncilptsa.org or 932-6636 or Sharon Rodgers at president@seattlecouncilptsa.org 
 

 Together we can make a difference! 

Reflections Arts Program Update 
The Seattle Council PTSA Reflections art exhibit will be moving in to the Seattle 
Center House Harrison Street Gallery on January 3 9:30 am -12:00 pm 
The recognition ceremony will take place on Jan 19 or 20—still tentative. 
We’re looking for judges in all categories—your help is appreciated! 
Email reflections@seattlecouncilptsa.org if you have questions, or if you’d like to 
help! 
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PTA GRANT OPPORTUNITIES – APPLY NOW!  
 
Washington State PTA Applegate Grants - Deadline: December 1, 2007  
Each year, the Washington State PTA sets aside funds to be awarded to local 
units and councils for these programs, projects and activities. For the 2007-2008, PTA year, 
approximately $6,000 is available for grants. The maximum single grant is $500. This year 
special preference will be given to programs which recognize the importance of men in chil-
dren’s lives. Contact any of us at SCPTSA  if you want help filling out an application. 
 
For more information and to download the application, go to 
www.wastatepta.org/programs/Applegate/applegate.htm 
 
National PTA Take Your Family to School Week Grants  Deadline: November 28, 2007 
PTA Take Your Family to School Week, February 10–16, 2008, is just one of the PTA pro-
grams revitalizing parent involvement in education. Tell the PTA national office how your 
unit plans to celebrate PTA Take Your Family to School Week and your unit could receive 
$1,897 to support its work. Go to www.pta.org  to learn more and download an application. 
Applications must be received in the PTA national office by November 28, 2007.  You can 
also find the following supporting documents:   

•  PTA Take Your Family to School Week planning guide 
•  Family Involvement Event Ideas 
•  Student Success Starts Here 
•  Frequently Asked Questions (Las Preguntas Más Frecuentes ) 

Special Education Program Fair 
Co-sponsored by: Seattle Special Ed PTSA, Seattle School District, Boyer Children’s Clinic and 

UW’s Experimental Education Unit 

Saturday, December 1, 2007 
9:00 AM – 12:30 PM 
Meany Middle School 

301 – 21st Ave East, 98112 
Attention parents, teachers, and others who care for and about children with disabilities. This is a 

wonderful opportunity to attend workshops, pick up brochures, and ask questions to representatives 
from many organizations that provide education, support, enrichment, and services for children with 

disabilities and their families. 
Mini-workshops at 10:00 and 11:00 * 

• Seattle School District policy regarding: program placement, school assignment, the Riser process 
• Information on Procedural Safeguards, IEP/progress reports,WASL/WAAS 
• High School WASL/WAAS, Individual Transition Plans (ITPs), Post secondary programs and 

graduation requirements 
 

Workshops will be facilitated by representatives of the Seattle Public School’s Special Education  
Services, assisted by a parent partner. 
*All mini-workshops are 50 minutes long and will run two times  
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K-12 Education Funding  Tops List of WSPTA Legislative Priorities 
 

We have our top priorities for the next Legislative Session! 
 
One of the key elements of our Washington State PTA mission is to support and speak on 
behalf of children – especially at the State Legislature. In support of that mission, delegates 
from throughout the state come together each year in the early fall to develop a State legis-
lative platform. Through a process of discussion, caucus, debate, and voting, this legisla-
tive assembly determines the priority issues that will receive PTA’s lobbying focus. This 
year, nearly 300 delegates came together on October 5 and 6. Sharon Rodgers attended 
on behalf of  Seattle Council PTSA. 
 

1. K-12 Education Funding 
2. Mathematics and Science Education 
3. Quality Teaching 
4. Student Support Services (Counselors, Librarians, and Nurses) 
5. Special Education Funding 

 
Advocacy 
Developing a prioritized platform is just one step in our advocacy process. Now, PTA mem-
bers begin the work of talking with legislators and public policy makers to bring about posi-
tive changes.  Success depends directly on the involvement and effort of our members – 
we need your help!  Legislators need to hear from you – their constituents –and must 
have input from parents if children are to have a voice when important decisions affecting 
them are made. 
 
Legislative Roundtable: November 15, 2007 6:30pm 
Every year, we invite our area legislators to sit down with us and discuss key education 
issues in a small group setting. This is an easy way to meet your legislators face to face 
across the table and share your concerns directly with them. A few legislative districts have 
other commitments on this date and we will work with them to schedule other times to talk.  
 
Focus Day: February 13, 2008 
Mark your calendars now and plan to attend PTA Legislative Focus Day in Olympia on 
Wednesday, February 13, 2008. Join PTA members from throughout the state, learn how 
to advocate for our issues, and then meet with your legislators to share your personal sto-
ries.  
 
Resources 
Members are also encouraged to contact their legislators and keep up to date with the lat-
est legislative happenings by visiting the WSPTA website’s legislation page and signing up 
for PTA e-mail Action Alerts. Some good resources to keep yourself informed: 
• www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm 

Legislative Action Alerts: three different levels of information and interaction see the 
right bar on www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm. 

• Seattle Council PTSA E-news: we send out an electronic newsletter about 4 times a 
month depending on material and need. We keep it short with lots of links and a list of 
topics at the top. E-mail communications@seattlecouncilptsa.org to subscribe. 

• E-clippings (electronic list with links to the day’s education articles: courtesy of 
WSSDA). E-mail info@seattlecouncilptsa.org to subscribe. 
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Four new members elected to Seattle School Board 

EHJR 4204, simple majority for school levies, too close to call 
The latest results of the November 6 election show that four new individuals will serve on the Seattle School Dis-
trict's Board of Directors.  Elected were: 
     ● Peter Maier (District 1); 
     ● Sherry Carr (District 2);  
     ● Harium Martin-Morris (District 3); and  
     ● Steve Sundquist (District 6).   
The formal swearing-in ceremony for these individuals is scheduled for Wednesday, November 28, 6-7 pm in the 
auditorium at the John Stanford Center. All are welcome. The first meeting of the newly elected Board is Wednes-
day, December 5. Carr, Maier, Martin-Morris and Sundquist will join Directors Michael DeBell (District 4); Mary 
Bass (District 5); and Cheryl Chow (District 7). Wednesday, November 14 will be the last meeting at which the 
current Board will preside. About 7:30 pm, the Board will take a short break for refreshments and to allow outgoing 
Board members Dr. Brita Butler-Wall, Darlene Flynn, Sally Soriano and Irene Stewart to be honored for their dedi-
cated service to the students of Seattle. We have invited our new School Board members to join us at our Seattle 
Council meeting on November 26. 
EHJR 4204, the amendment to the Washington state Constitution providing for a Simple Majority of voters to au-
thorize a school levy, was too close to call at the time the publication of this issue. There were still hundreds of 
thousands of votes to count. 

Meet your State Legislators at the  

 PTA Legislative Roundtable 
 

November 15, 2007, 6:30-8:00pm 
Hamilton International Middle School  

(1601 N. 41st St; parking in rear/North of building) 
6:30 Registration and Light Dinner 

7:00 Panel and Small Group Discussions 

Washington State Board of Education  
Community Meeting 

Improving Graduation Requirements 
 

December 4, 2007 
6 - 8 PM 

North Seattle Community College 
Cafeteria of the College Center Building 

9600 College Way North, Seattle 
 

 For more information see:  
http://www.seattlecouncilptsa.org/article_104.shtml  

 

Call for Nominations! 
 
The Washington State PTA Nominating Com-
mittee is currently seeking nominations for 
statewide officers for the positions of  
• Finance Officer 
• Secretary 
• Leadership Director 
• Program Director 
• 2 At-Large Nominating Committee members 
 
The Region 6 Nominating Committee is seeking 
nominations for a Region 6 Director to represent 
Seattle, Northshore, Shoreline and Vashon dis-
tricts on the WSPTA Board of Directors and pro-
vide support to PTAs in this area. 
 
Visit www.wastatepta.org for more information. 
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Framework for Family Engagement in Seattle’s Schools 
 
Best practices for family and community engagement are positively related to im-
proved student achievement.  The use of culturally appropriate methods of com-
munication and customer service by school and central office staff is critical to 
partnering with our diverse families.  Partnerships with families and community 
organizations will utilize the following six components and other culturally relevant 
actions.  These components are equally important and each type of involvement 
includes [many] different practices of partnership.  
 

 SPS Family and Community Engagement Framework  
(Adapted from Joyce Epstein’s Framework for Six Types of Involvement) 

 
Family Support: Promote and support effective student readiness to learn. We 
learn from families and families learn from us 

Communication: Regular and meaningful two-way communication between 
school and home [and vice versa] 

Welcoming Environment: School and central staff will provide a welcoming envi-
ronment to all.  Support, assistance, and volunteering at school or from home are 
valued and sought  

Student Learning: Create a supportive environment for learning at home, at 
school, and in the community that honors diverse cultures  

Decision Making and Advocacy:  All families are encouraged to be advocates 
and participate as partners in decisions affecting student success 

Community Collaboration: Partnerships are developed and community re-
sources are utilized to strengthen schools, families, student learning and the lar-
ger community 

 This framework provides a clear definition of Family and Community Engagement 
and demonstrates that research can be helpful in practice.  
 
The Family and Community Engagement Division provides tools, materials and 
guidelines, to school and central office staff, families, and community based or-
ganizations that help them plan exactly how they plan to approach student aca-
demic achievement through family engagement. 
 

Bernardo Ruiz 
Coordinator of Family and Community Engagement 

Division of Equity, Race and Learning Support 
Seattle Public Schools 

Tel:   206.252.0693 
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What’s happening with Elementary Math in Seattle Public Schools? 
An observer’s unofficial update 
 
Seattle Public Schools adopted the 2007 Edition of Everyday Math last spring. In order to provide additional 
reinforcement in number sense, the School Board also approved the purchase of Singapore Math practice 
books. Every school should have a set of Everyday Math books and a set of Singapore Math practice 
books.  
 
For the first part of the year, teachers and principals are focusing on effective implementation of just the 
Everyday Math materials. Most elementary teachers and principals have attended two rounds of profes-
sional development. These will continue throughout the year. After the first unit, teachers are being encour-
aged to differentiate instruction as needed for their students. 
 
You as a parent or guardian should be receiving the following support:  

Family letters sent out with each unit.  
On-line access to the Student Reference Book and math games.  

 
The Family Letters explain the mathematical concepts being studied, give a glossary, and also give solu-
tions to the homework sheets your students are bringing home. (Some schools are choosing to suppress 
the solutions in the paper letter copies.) The 2007 EM Family Letters are also available on-line at: 
http://www.wrightgroup.com/index.php/index.php/home/everydaymathematics/emthirdedition/familyletters/692  
 
On-line access for students and families to the Reference Book and math games has been delayed. You 
should receive your student’s unique log-in and password at your Parent-Teacher conference.  
 
Additional Resources: Some elementary schools have additional personnel involved with math support 
including: Family Partnerships coordinators (in 21 schools), Family Support Workers, Math Coaches, and 
Community Based Learning Centers. PTAs and community-based organizations also provide a strong sup-
port structure. 
 
What can we do? 

Ensure that families receive their family letters and log-ins for the website. 
Make sure you local community-based organizations (YMCA, childcare, local public library’s homework 

help, community centers) know where to find the Family Letters so they can better help our stu-
dents.  

Discuss a transition plan for current 4th and 5th graders with your math coach, principal and/or 4th/5th 
teachers. They will not have had some of the previous material and this is causing frustration for 
students and families. This may be an area where PTAs can provide extra math support as after- or 
out-of-school activities.  

Host a Math information event focused on your school’s program. (We’re collecting information on great 
models so contact us to contribute or for ideas.)  

Help us create a local Math feedback group. (For all grade levels.)  
 Contact: president@seattlecouncilptsa 
Join the State PTA Math Advocacy Group. There is a new listserve: 

mathscience@listserv.wastatepta.org 
Follow the State Board of Education’s work in improving math outcomes. http://www.sbe.wa.gov/. The 

SBE is also starting work to improve science. 
 
There is much work to be done: we still don’t have a new High School math curriculum and we need ensure 
all our K-12 students get the support they need! 
 

Sharon Rodgers—Seattle Council PTSA President  
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SCPTSA General Membership Meeting 
Monday, November 26th  

6:30 –7:00 pm – informal networking and light dinner 
7:00- 9:00 pm – General Meeting 

John Stanford Center (2445 Third Ave S.) 
Childcare provided. Translation services provided with prior arrangement.  

 

Student Assignment Plan and  
Family Engagement in Multi-cultural Communities  

 
We strongly encourage all Seattle PTA members and other members of our school com-
munities to attend to our next General Seattle Council PTSA meeting on Monday, No-
vember 26. Our Council is comprised of our local PTA units – all 75 of them – and we 
need your input. At our next meeting we’ll hear from Tracy Libros, Enrollment and Plan-
ning Manager, Seattle Public Schools, on the next phase in planning for the new Student 
Assignment Plan. The District would like your feedback as they begin to look at program 
access around the city as part of the student assignment plan. Also, guest speaker 
Ortencia Santana, membership chair of the Beacon Hill PTA, will share some of Beacon 
Hill’s approaches to increasing family involvement in multicultural communities. We will 
also have a quick business meeting including consideration of a new SCPTSA grant pro-
gram for family engagement. A light dinner, childcare and language interpreters will be 
provided at the meeting.  
 
Please contact us as soon as possible to arrange for translation and childcare. For more 
information, leave a message at (206) 364-7430 or e-mail info@seattlecouncilptsa.org.  

MAILING ADDRESS 
PO Box 24483 

Seattle, WA 98124 
 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS 
Stanford Center 

Room 2653 
2445 3rd Ave S. 

Seattle, WA 98134 
 

PHONE: 
(206) 364-7430 

 
E-MAIL: 

scptsa@seattlecouncil 
ptsa.org 

 
 

 
 


