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President's Message

Greetings and welcome to another school
year!

Thank you to all you PTSA and PTA offi-
cers who have agreed to serve at the lo-
cal PTA level'! We know the time you

commit and appreciate everything you do.

The Seattle Council PTSA Executive
Board agreed to focus on the following
priorities for this year:

Promote Family Involvement for all
families in all schools throughout the
District : One of our primary goals this
year is to support the implementation of
family involvement initiatives in alignment
with the district’'s School-Family Partner-
ship Plan.

Empower local PTAs and other parent
groups through improved collaboration,
networking and communication. Be sure
to attend our first General Meeting on
9/24!

Lead successful advocacy efforts  : Ad-
vocate on behalf of Seattle public school
students at the district, city, and state
level, in particular, the critical Simple Ma-
jority campaign

Strengthen and extend existing rela-
tionships with the Seattle Public Schools
leadership team and School Board, and

with other education organizations. See
for example the upcoming co-sponsored
School Board Candidates’ Forum on
October 11.

We are working closely with district ad-
ministration and other community
groups to ensure that Seattle families
have what they need to advocate for
and support their students through these
changing times. Seattle school district
has a new academic vision, a new Su-
perintendent, four School Board posi-
tions on the ballot, a renewed focus on
math (including new elementary math
curricula), and plans for a new School
Funding model for 2008-09 and new
Student Assignment Plan for 2009-10.
Along with the major education initia-
tives at the State level, this is a time of
great opportunity to make a difference
for our students — our Seattle Council
mission is to ensure that all our families
are informed and involved.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you
have any questions and thank you
again!

SCPTSA General Meeting
Monday September 24 7:00-9:00 pm

Stanford Center Auditorium - 2445 3

" Ave S

Welcome Dr Maria Goodloe Johnson and start building our parent and family partnership
with her. What is her vision for Seattle Public Schools? How can PTAs support that vi-

sion? Can every school be a quality school?

Endorsement vote on Simple Majority for School Levies

Open to all— make sure your PTA is represented!
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Candidate Elections: PTAs (and all non-profits) cannot endorse candidates or use their
resources to advance the campaign of a candidate. If you would like to have a candidate
speak at a meeting, you must offer the opposing candidate an opportunity to speak as
well. If one candidate can't be at your meeting, you can have just one speak, but you
need to make the invitation to both candidates. They can speak at two different meet-
ings.

Issues Elections: Your PTA can endorse ballot issues. You can inform your members
that you have endorsed an issue as an information item in your newsletter - even if it is
carried home by students.

Newsletters: If your newsletter is delivered by “kid mail” the guidelines for public schools
apply to your content. You can print information only, but not urge people to vote one
way. If you use US mail, you may express a political position.

Email Lists: If you use a school email address or computer to send out your PTA
emails, you can send information only, not a particular position. If you use Yahoo groups
or other non-school district methods to collect and send emails, you can express the po-
sition of your PTA. For example “XYZ PTA has endorsed EHJR 4204 - Simple Majority
for School Levies—and urges you to vote to “Approve” on your mail-in ballot, or at the
polls on Nov 6.”

Contributions: Your PTA can donate to issues campaigns, with a vote of the member-
ship. The vote could be rolled in with approval of your annual budget. Remember to in-
clude a line item for campaign contributions!

REMEMBER TO VOTE! Make sure you remind your members to vote before every elec-
tion. Every election has a impact on children and families—directly or indirectly.

The initial payment of membership service fees is due to SCPTSA by October 25, 2007. Please mail your
fees of $8.00 per member to
SCPTSA PO Box 24483 Seattle, WA 98124

Do NOT mail your fees directly to Washington State PTA in Tacoma. This will result in a delay in processing.

Treasurers should also note:
November 10 - Liability Insurance Payment Due
Information & application in the Leadership Packet and online. PTA must have paid membership to pur-
chase this insurance.

November 15 - IRS Form 990 / 990EZ (if required)
To Internal Revenue Service (Must be received by the IRS by this date-- mail it by Nov 7th just in case.

December 1 - Applegate Grant Applications (see LEADERSHIP handbook in
Leadership Packet, application also available at www.wastatepta.org, click on “Programs” then
“Applegate” )

If you have any questions regarding treasurer best practices, membership, taxes, insurance, or fundraising
contact your area director or SCPTSA finance officer Kurt Acheson at finance @seattlecouncilptsa.org.
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WSPTA Region 6 Fall Leadership Conference
Saturday September 29, 2007 ~ 8:15 am—1:00 pm
Ridgecrest Elementary School ~ 16516 10th Ave N&&me, WA 98155

Just $35.00 per PTA/PTSA Unit!
Registration form due by September 25th
Late or at door registration $60.00

Mail your check and registration to Sherry S. Madl4750 20th Ave NE Shoreline 98155 or e-mail the
information to ptareg6é@wastatepta.org Fall Comfegein the subject line, and mail check to abowdress

8:15 - 8:45 Online Membership Hands-On
8:30 - 9:00 Registration
9:00 - 9:30 Key Note—Simple Majority

9:45- 11:00 Session | Class#  11:15-12:30 Session Il Class #
Membership 101 For the Record 201
Leading the Team 102 Internet Safety 202
Money Matters 103 Golden Nuts 203
Legislative Priority Issues 104 Legislation 204
Reflections Roundtable 105 Outreach 205

12:30 - 1:00 Online Membership Hands-On - Just whait says, we will have computers
set up for everyone to practice entering members dine, not as tricky as it seems.

Local Unit Name Local Unit #
Contact Name
E-Mail
Phone #
Attendee Name Class # Session | Class # Session Il

All PTA checks must have two signatures, you mayaipersonal check and a receipt will be availabi®u at the registration table during the confeee
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One-hundred years ago WA State PTA was founded as a child advocacy organiza-
tion and advocacy is still an important part of our mission. We all joined PTA to
make a difference for kids and participating in Legislative Assembly is an essential
part of making that difference. Because there are so many issues impacting children
and PTA'’s resources are limited, it is essential that we identify which are the most
critical.

This is your chance to use your PTA'’s voting power to set our WA State PTA Legis-
lative Priorities for the 2008 Legislative Session. Use the Issues Survey to poll your
members about priorities and share that information with us at the Seattle Council
so that our delegates can share your views at the Assembly.

Download registration form

www.wastatepta.org/leg/LegRegForm07.pdf

Online registration
http://69.63.142.16/customer/scriptcontent/Events/Leg2007.- cfm
AHREN RN Survey for your members in Word
http://www.wastatepta.org/leg/survey07_legislative_revision_final.doc
Issues to be prioritized
http://www.wastatepta.org/leg/PROPOSEDPRIORITYISSUESFINAL.pdf
Long Term WSPTA Platform
http://www.wastatepta.org/leg/longtermplatform07.pdf
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Be prepared to vote in all four Seattle School Board races on November 6, 2007. It's important to be informed
about the people who will be making important decisions about our schools. Join us on October 11, 2007 from
6:30-8:30pm at the John Stanford Center as the candidates for each of the four School Board positions share
their views and plans for Seattle Public Schools.
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Each fall after the General Election, Region 6 of the Washington State PTA hosts a roundtable event where
PTA members and others can meet with their legislators. Traditionally, this event is held the Tuesday evening
after the General Election from 6:30-8:30pm, often in the Seattle area. This fantastic event gives you

the chance to sit down at the table with a small number of other constituents and discuss the issues of impor-
tance to our members. Please mark your calendars and encourage your members to come. We will let you
know when we have a confirmation from Region 6 about the date and have set a location.
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Use these talking points at your PTA meetings, or just while talking about the campaign to friends, neighbors, and oth-

ers. No matter what the length of the talk, make sure to define what Simple Majority is, and how the audience can help.
If you have more time, spend more time on #2, which lists the reasons Simple Majority is important to your community.

1. Explain Simple Majority
a. Currently, school levies must pass with a “Super majority” 60% approval
b. A “Simple Majority” will allow levies to pass with 50%+1
2. Explain why Simple Majority is important in your community
a. Because local Levies provide our schools with fundamental needs
- Local levies pay for books, teachers, reduced class sizes, technology
b. Because schools need help
- Education funding is inadequate. Washington ranks 47" in the nation in class size. Simple Majority doesn't solve
all of our problems, but it's a first step.
c. Because levy failures hurt our kids
Last year 33 school levies received a majority vote but failed because they didn’t get 60%
d. Because the 60% rule is unfair to our kids and schools
- It is easier to vote in a new park or jail than it is to pass a school levy that buys books and more teachers.
e.  Simple Majority is the first step towards fixing education funding
- SM has been a goal for the PTA for over 20 years
- SM has been a goal for education groups in the state for over 30 years
- Now’s our chance!
f. If we don’t pass 4204, we will not be able to put this issue through for another generation
- It won't happen in our lifetime
- If we don'’t pass this issue we can’t possibly get bonds to the ballot
g. The PTA is instrumental in the success of passing the ballot issue
- We are the only education group with access to parents and voters
- When the Simple Majority Steering Committee was asked who is the most important group to message to? The
answer was Parents.
h. We can win this one. But we have to work, it is not a slam dunk.
- have to persuade 240,000 new YES voters and we have to make sure that all the YES voters remember to vote!
3. How YOU can help:
Endorse the campaign www.simplemajority.org

a
b. Donate to the campaign at www.simplemajority.org
c. Volunteer at www.simplemajority.org Thanks to the following PTAs
for their early donations to the
Simple Majority Campaign:

& ; ! - West Woodland PTA
Have a campaign representative speak at a PTA meeting - North Beach PTA
Have your PTA endorse EHJR 4204 - Ingraham PTSA

Montlake PTA

Make a PTA financial contribution to the campaign Bryant PTA

Ask your members to make a personal contribution as well

Recruit volunteers for a phone bank night
Include an appropriate article in your newsletter
Send an email to all PTA members

Remind everyone you know to VOTE! We have the votes
to approve this if everyone remembers to return their ballot
or go to the polls!
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The Family and Community Engagement Division of Equity, Race & Learning Sup-
port was recently developed to begin taking a systemic approach to family and
community engagement. The Family and Community Engagement Division works
collaboratively with other district programs, student families and diverse community
organizations to support student academic achievement. This division plans and
provides professional development on best practices to enhance school and district
staffs’ ability to engage families from diverse ethnic, cultural, linguistic and socio-
economic backgrounds. It also provides trainings for families on how to support
their child in school and acts as a resource connecting them to services in the com-
munity.

Bernardo Ruiz Coordinator of Family and Community Engagement
206.252.0693 ~ bjruiz@seattleschools.org

Hung Pham Bilingual Community Liaison and Consulting Teacher for the Asian
Community
206.252.0163 ~ hpham@seattleschools.org

Mohamed Roble Bilingual Community Liaison for the East African Community
206.252.0696 ~ maroble@seattleschools.org
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Seattle Public Schools is taking the next step in moving from the Weighted Student Formula model
to a new 'core standard' funding model for allocating resources to Seattle schools. On Sept. 5, the
School Board was slated to introduce a set of guiding principles for this new model with a vote pro-
posed for Sept. 19. For more information check the background information for this item on the
Sept. 5 agenda at www.seattleschools.org/area/board/agenda.htm.

District staff have developed a model to estimate the impact of the proposed funding formula on
each school in the district. Based on a timeline shared at the Executive Committee meeting, on
Sept. 7 each principal received an estimate of the funding his or her school would receive under
the new model.

Opportunities for public review of the policy and funding formula include:

Sept 12 - School Board work session (5-7pm, JSCEE Auditorium)
Sept 13 - School Board Finance Committee meeting (3-5pm, Board Room)
Sept. 19 — School Board meeting (6pm, JSCEE Auditorium)

Members of the public can also sign up to present public testimony at the SB meeting on the 19™
by contacting the Board office after 8am on the Monday before the Board meeting at 252 0040 or
boardagenda@seattleschools.org.
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Dear parents and guardians:

Itis a pleasure to welcome you to the
2007-2008 school year. | hope there
were many opportunities during the sum-
mer for your children to continue to dis-
cover and learn while having fun. It has
been a very busy two months for me and
my family as | learn about our school sys-
tem and get settled in Seattle. | have
been warmly welcomed to this wonderful
city and am delighted to be here!

When | worked as a teacher and princi-
pal, | looked forward to the beginning of
the school year as a time of hope and
promise; and | invested lots of energy in
preparing to do my best for students
every day. At schools across the city our
teachers and staff have been hard at
work honing their skills, reviewing
achievement data, and examining what
works - and what needs to be improved.

As a parent or guardian, you entrust our
schools with the education and well-
being of your children. You should expect
nothing less from us than our commit-
ment to work with each and every child —
in whatever ways are needed — to
achieve academic success.

A number of factors are critical to suc-
cess in a large urban system like Seattle.

There must be excellent instruction in
every classroom, quality leadership at
every level, curriculum that is aligned
across grade levels and
schools; and rigorous
analysis of data to support
decision-making. Success-
ful school systems also
make it easy for parents,
guardians and families to
be involved in many as-
pects of their child’s edu-
cation. So we must provide
you with the tools and in-
formation you need to help
your student succeed.

As we work together on behalf of children,
my goal is that the phrase “every student
achieving, everyone accountable” will be
an accurate description of our entire
school system. | look forward to sharing
with you in the months ahead more de-
tailed plans for making this phrase a real-

ity.

| wish you, and your students, a success-
ful and enjoyable school year.

Sincerely,

Maria L. Goodloe-Johnson, PhD
Superintendent, Seattle Public Schools

*
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New Student Assignment Plan Update

In June of this year, the School Board approved a framework for a new Student Assignment plan and data
analysis has been on-going to support the development of that plan. Superintendent Maria Goodloe-Johnson
informed the School Board Directors on August 15 that despite previous intentions to have that plan in place for
assignments for the 2008-09 school year, the new Assignment Plan would not be fully implemented until the
2009-10 School Year. A number of informational meetings have been held and more scheduled including a se-
ries of drop-in meetings with Planning and Enrollment Manager Tracy Libros. Keep checking
www.seattleschools.org/area/newassign for updates. To provide input contact: newassign@seattleschools.org
or call the Seattle Schools customer service desk at 252-0010
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September

24 SCPTSA Meeting with Dr Goodloe Johnson

29 WSPTA Leadership Training—Ridgecrest Elementary in
Shoreline ~ See page 3 for details

October

5-6 WSPTA Legislative Assembly—SeaTac Marriot
11 School Board Candidates Forum

25 Membership Deadline—send checks to SCPTSA

November

6 Election Day—Vote to Approve 4208: Simple Majority for
School Levies

15 Legislative Roundtable—Location TBA

26 SCPTSA General Meeting

January
2 Reflections Exhibit set up—deadline for Council submissions



